Triathlon and Tetrathlon Report

Sunday 9th October 2011

On Sunday 9th October, the Duke of Buccleuch Hunt Pony Club held its Triathlon and Tetrathlon competition at Easter Softlaw, Kelso Swimming Pool and Holefield Equestrian Centre. A field of twenty five took part with the minis and mini-minis having the most competitors. The Buccleuch were strongly represented with six representatives as well as two from the Lauderdale and the remainder of the field came from both sides of the Border.
The first phase was the air pistol shooting, which due to the generosity of the Jock and Sandra Grieve, who kindly lent us their set of targets, we were able to have turning targets for the first time. There were some very strong performances in this discipline with the 980 out of 1000 by Kari Dougall and 940 by Sarah Beattie being the two highlights. Katie Rourke of the Buccleuch scored 780, which considering Katie has only just started shooting is an excellent effort.

In the cross country running, George Scott-Watson once again set a testing course which was made harder by inclement conditions, however these hardy souls did not let such piffling things as a stiff south westerly deter them from their goals and once again some memorable results were achieved. The masters in this phase were the mini boys where Daniel Fletcher, Joe Argo and Lewis McLean all scored above 1000 points, (under 4 minutes for 1 Km) which when the wind and the rough terrain were taken into account,  emphasised the efforts and fitness of  the boys. Katie McFadyen of the Lauderdale did exceptionally well in her first tetrathlon running phase, securing second place in the mini-mini girls with a fantastic time of 4.27 for her run.
Next came the swimming at Kelso Swimming Pool where there was five performances that achieved more than 1000m points, Daniel Woods and Jo Beattie in the Junior Section and Rebecca Duncan, Conor Dougall and Kari Dougall, with the latter showing great stamina and technique to record 6 lengths in two minutes. 
The winners of the classes in the Triathlon competition were:-

Open Girls

Sarah Beattie

Junior Boys

Matt Argo

Junior Girls

Jo Beattie

Mini Boys

Daniel Fletcher
Mini Girls

Kari Dougall

Mini-Mini Boys

Conor Dougall

Mini-Mini Girls

Olivia Burns

For those taking part in the Tetrathlon it was then up to Holefield for the Cross Country, where we followed the same course as the Hunter Trial. All classes attempted the middle height jumps with the minis and mini-mini having the option of the lower fences as L-fences (which incurred penalties). Lorna Crawford was the only rider to go clear with the Argo boys having only the one refusal each. This course was a test and great courage and determination was shown by Emily Edgar and Jess Crombie who was on a new pony.
The results for the Tetrathlon were:-

Junior Boys

Matt Argo

Mini Boys

Joe Argo
Mini Girls

Lorna Crawford
Mini-Mini Girls

Georgia Buchan
I would like to say many thanks and congratulations to all those competitors who took part. Although the class were small in number, the standard was very high, with the performances by Daniel Fletcher, Matt and Joe Argo and Kari and Conor Dougall being particularly impressive. The Buccleuch entrants all did well considering the lack of training and competition some had and hopefully we can build on this and look to improve at the next competition.
Many thanks go to the Scott-Watson family at Easter Softlaw for once again staging the shooting and the running, the staff at Kelso Swimming Pool for the swimming and also to Gail Walker for the use of the Holefield Equestrian Centre. 

I am indebted to Claire Buchan, Vicky Rourke and Karen Crombie for their assistance throughout and also to Jonathan Woods of East Stirlingshire Pony Club who helped keep things running smoothly.

Callum Crawford
Duke of Buccleuch

